




































































































PLANNING COMMITTEE MINUTES 
Council of the County of Maui 

February 13, 2007 

MS. MONROE: Okay. 

CHAIR BAISA: --try to get this done. Thank you. 

MS. MONROE: Alright. First of all, I, I really believe that developerslinvestors who are buying 
houses from the mainland and renting them out from the mainland should not be allowed 
at all. I'm totally against that. Oh, I'm sorry, I live in Hamakuapoko. Sunnyside, top 
side. And I. . .I've been here since 1969 and I bought my home in 1994 and I own it. 
And it's an old, an old home that I bought. And I've raised my three kids there. I'm a 
single mom. 

I became disabled in 1984. So, I paint. I was given ... God, God gave me some talent so 
I paint and I paint lying on my back. I can't stand or sit for any length of time without 
excruciating pain and danger to my life. 

Anyway, a long story short, I just couldn't make it. I wasn't making it and so in July I 
started, I was trying to rent long-term and ... but I need to have my family use my ohana 
once in a while and so that wasn't working. And plus the renters weren't paying and I 
was ending up with damaged ohana and no rent. 

And so, finally I started trying, I looked into ... what I'm confused about is I looked into 
permits and I couldn't get any. And I guess .. .I am on ag and I guess that's why. 
Finally, in July I just got brave and I got desperate and so I started renting. And I rent 
mainly over 50 percent to local families. People who are having their homes tented, 
they're repairing their homes, grandparents visiting their children here, people who have 
had to move to Las Vegas or other places on the mainland because they've been squeezed 
out, old Hawaiian families, locals coming from the other islands and staying here. 

I charge very little. People tell me I'm one of the cheapest places they could find but it's 
really, really cute and it's really clean, and I do everything myself. And it's .. .I'm 
surviving. You know I was going down last year. I didn't know what I was going to do 
anymore. I've never collected any kind of government funding or social, you know, help. 
I'm just stubborn and I want to do it myself. 

But I can't do it without renting this thing out. And it's, it's killer hard work but. .. that's 
what I'm doing right now. And it's, it's .. .I had a lot of other things I was going to say 
but I don't think I have time. Let's see, the permit system. I don't know how to get one 
if, if I can. Can I get one with, with ag? 

CHAIR BAISA: I believe that we can help you with that later. Okay. If you ... 

MS. MONROE: Who would I talk to? 

CHAIR BAISA: If you'll talk to maybe Mr. Hunt after the meeting. 
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MS. MONROE: Okay. Thank you very much. 

CHAIR BAISA: Thank you very much. Okay. Mr. Babson is our next testifier. But before we 
go there I'd like to note that there are at least 15 testifiers left. And are any of you, 
please, now I know, don't everybody raise their hand because it's not going to work. If 
there are any of you out there who cannot return on Thursday in case we can't complete 
this, I'd like to take you first because that way we'll make sure we don't miss anybody. 
If you'll please check with the staff, please. Thank you very much. Okay. We're going 
to take Bob Babson and that gentleman. And then we'll get to Cindy Biggers. Bob. 

MR. BABSON: Okay. Thanks very ... yes. Thank you very much. My name is Bob Babson 
and I'm speaking for myself. And my wife and I owned a bed and breakfast for 12 years, 
1991 to 2003. So, I've been through all of this. I would like to clarify it's absolutely 
legal to operate a bed and breakfast or a Transient Vacation Rental or a home occupation 
in ag or rural. 

We were in rural. We were in Maui Meadows. And here's how it works. The ... first, 
you come before the Planning Commission. And if they approve you, they put their hat 
on and, and as the Planning Commission for the County of Maui, they take testimony. 
They have ... the, the Planning Department has gone through everything, made sure that 
everything you're doing complies with the Conditional Use Permit that you're applying 
under, okay, then they voted. So we were, we were approved. They adjourned the 
meeting. 

Then the Planning Commission puts back on their hat. This time sitting for the Land Use 
Commission State of Hawaii because our property was under 15 acres. That's the critical 
thing. If you're under 15 acres the Planning Commission can approve you as a home 
occupation, or as a bed and breakfast or, or a TYR. I mean if they will approve you. So, 
you have to convince them that it's a meritorious thing and, and they have to approve 
you. But that's how all those fruit stands along the Hana Highway are approved. The 
Planning Commission can approve you out there for that if they want to. 

I'd like to make another prediction. If you really did go ahead and put all these people 
out of business, you would have a lot of new faces in all these neighborhoods and they'd 
all be millionaires from the mainland. This land is extremely valuable. And if you think 
for one minute that a bunch of little people, you know, affordable housing or suddenly 
the prices are going to drop and real people that are, that can't afford a house can 
suddenly now afford a house, that's not going to happen. 

The real estate people have informed us, and the newspaper, that something like 70 to 
80 percent of all the real estate that's selling in Maui is going to mainland people. It's 
not people buying here that already live here. So, that's one way to get a whole lot of 
fresh new faces in your neighborhood driving Jaguars and parking their Lear Jet out at 
the airport. 
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So, at any rate, I support the ordinance relating to permitting the Transient Vacation 
Rentals because it makes it easier to get legal and will therefore encourage people now 
underground to come out and apply. Once they are legal, if they violate the conditions of 
their use permit they can easily be shut down. But to never give them a chance to show 
they are good citizens running a quiet business is not fair. 

I support legalizing the TVRs in apartment zoning because thousands of people are 
already doing it and it provides lots of jobs. I support changing the TVR time definition 
to less than 30 days from the old 180 days because lots of landlords rent to full-time 
residents month-to-month. This eliminates the confusion. 

I believe you should also legalize all home occupations that are "incidental" in all 
residential zonings including R-l, 2, and 3; Apartment 1 and 2; Agriculture, Rural, Town 
and County, and et cetera. There are thousands of home occupations. These are 
wonderful people who work at home making money, taking care of elderly parents, being 
home with their kids when they come home from school so they don't get into drugs. 
They can help 'em with their homework. They don't cause traffic jams or waste gasoline 
driving to work. People working at home also help the Neighborhood Watch reduce 
break-ins. 

The rest is in writing. You can read it. I'm at my ... oh, I'm ... oh, I still got 19 seconds. 
Or, no, I'm over 20 seconds. Sorry, so anyway I'm ... (laughter) . .. 

CHAIR BAlSA: Thank you very much. Any questions for Mr. Babson? Thank you very much 
for being here. Okay. Our next testifier will be Bob Spilker. ... (short pause) . .. 
Thank you. 

MR. SPILKER: Good morning. My name is Bob Spilker and I live in Haiku. I have 
absolute .. .I have absolutely no benefit from this entire industry other than the fact the 
benefit I have from having neighbors who own a bed and breakfast. And I wouldn't even 
known they had a bed and breakfast if they hadn't told us. It's, it's been that good. 

I had all sorts of things to talk about but almost everybody else has covered most of these 
topics. And the only, the only point I wanted to make is in listening to all the testimony 
this morning, I've heard a lot of people talk positively about it and I feel positively about 
it. And the only people who talked about it in a negative sense, there were, were two 
who were against it just because it was against the law. And the gentleman, the native 
Hawaiian who felt it was somehow culturally inappropriate. 

And I respect his opinion but I think the, the preponderance of testimony here is that 
they're good neighbors. They, they benefit the economy. And there's, there's really no 
reason to ban these people from working. Thank you very much. 

CHAIR BAlSA: Thank you very much. Any questions for Mr. Spilker? If not, thank you very 
much, sir. Our next testifier will be Kim Legg and she will be followed by 
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Joe ... Joy Gerry. We're trying to take the people who said that they needed to do this 
today, if you are confused as to what's going on. Thank you. 

MS. LEGG: Hi. My name is Kim Legg. I live in Kihei. And I live on a property that has one 
vacation rental. There's three houses on the property and they're able to give me a 
significant reduction in my rent because of the vacation rental. I'm a single parent with 
two children. And I, frankly, I couldn't afford to pay the, the rent that's out there, that 
they're asking in Kihei. 

I also work as a condo cleaner and I work for two different property management 
companies and I talk to the guests all the time. And a lot of them are disappointed in 
their trip because they can't get anybody to come out and fix any of the problems. 
They'll, they'll call. They leave messages. These property management companies that 
handle big, big time, you know, places with 50, 100 units, they don't care as much about 
the people. 

These "mom and pop" operations they care. They spend the time. They take care of the 
people and the people leave having felt the aloha spirit. Thank you. 

CHAIR BAlSA: Thank you very much. Any questions for the testifier? If not, thank you. 
Thank you very much. Our next testifier is Joy ... Joy Gerry and she'll be followed 
by ... Steve Slater. 

MS. GERRY: Hi. My name is Joy Gerry. In 1985, I purchased an acre ofland on Kihei Road 
before there was much development there. In the early '80s, we subdivided it and sold it 
off. At that time, farm home loans, they were subsidized homes by the government. We 
now have three-quarters of an acre. We're in an area of Kihei Road that is close to 
commercial. 

A few years ago, well, two years ago, my husband became disabled and we had this old 
house, 60-some years old that we had always rented long-term. And because it's an older 
house it was always hard to maintain and when people came in and out it was always 
completely trashed. So, when he became disabled we started renting it out as vacation 
rentals. It's been such a positive experience for us. 

There's only one car in the driveway instead of three cars in the driveway. There's, 
there's not. .. domestic quarrels. It's been a positive thing. We did apply for a permit. In 
fact, we've worked with the County ofMaui for over a year. 

In January, January 8th to be specific, I got a letter from the County basically saying the 
above referenced permit applications have been received by the Maui Planning 
Department and upon review they have concluded that the application is contrary to the 
following objective and policies of the 1990 General Plan. And the objectives are to 
control the development of visitor facilities so that it does not infringe upon the 
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traditional value, socio-economic and environment value of our community and restrict 
transient rental use of single-family housing in residential zones. 

This came after we paid $500. We had to make plans for the other, there's three 
dwellings on the property, the other, all three dwellings we've had to do ... plot plans, 
significant amount of work just to apply for the permit which is a very difficult process. 
Normally, the normal person would have to pay someone to do this. My husband is a 
builder, was a builder, so he was able to do it but it took a lengthy amount of time. 

After paying that amount of money and sitting and working with the people in the County 
to get this letter is very discouraging. All it's going to do is cause us to go underground, 
not pay our transient taxes because the house is a situation where we either tear it down 
and build a big house and sell off the quarter-acre lot or we continue to get the income 
that we need. Thank you. 

CHAIR BAISA: Thank you. Any questions for the testifier? If not, thank you very much for 
coming. Our next testifier is Steve Slater and he will be followed by Martin. I'm not 
sure. Limkilde? Okay. Thank you. 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: ... {inaudible} . .. 

CHAIR BAISA: We'll have Mr. Hunt talk with you. Thank you. Go ahead, sir. 

MR. SLATER: Hi. I moved here with my wife and our six-year-old son at the end of 1982. I 
was, I brought a computer. I was a computer consultant at that time on many computers 
and I've been doing consulting ever since here. We never, because we were 
self-employed and had our taxes and paid our licenses, we could never qualify for a 
mortgage the whole years we raised our ... my wife got pregnant so we had a daughter 
born in Haiku. We could never get a house because being self-employed we couldn't 
show the kind of income after deductions that would get us anything. 

And four years ago, we rented from a very nice man who when he had to leave the island 
he sold us a three-quarter of a million dollar property for 5,000 down because he trusted 
us that we'd keep our word to pay his balloon payment which is coming due in 
December. So, we bought more than we wanted. We just wanted a small house in Haiku 
all these years and we ended up with a small house plus the house he brought over from 
Finland. So, some of you that have your computers you could look at our vacation rental 
website. It's called Maui Chalet. C HAL E T.com. 

Here's a house that looks exactly what mainland honeymooners want. It is the 
gingerbread chalet brought from Scandinavia of arctic pinewood. It could never possibly 
with the kind of mortgage we have to pay, which after the balloon payment will be over 
$6,000 on the property, we could never pay it by renting to any family. It's only 1,000 
square feet but the tourists love it. 
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We have honeymooners that come. One couple at one time that hardly came out. 
They're in their four-acre. We have a four-acre parcel. You know, I didn't hear anything 
about bed and breakfast because we have a bedroom on that chalet. We could be calling 
it. . .it is the same unit. It depends on how it's structured. We have no impact on the 
area. I think we're just really performing a really nice service. 

My wife just works intensely to keep four acres with over 50 fruit trees. We use no 
pesticides. We're right near the ocean so all the runoff of our neighbors who use 
pesticides go straight down in there. We work ourselves to the bone to keep clean. And 
we sell more fruit to the local stores. 

I bet we qualify more for ag status than any of our neighbors in Huelo and yet we 
voluntarily don't claim ag anymore. We pay full property tax of $3,500 because we feel 
like okay we're making a couple hundred. We make $200 a night renting the place. It's 
not full all the time. It doesn't even come close to paying the mortgage but together with 
our business we can scrape through or I should say could scrape through. We just put the 
property on the market and they're closing down. 

Your meeting here has intimidated us to the point like when the balloon payment comes 
in December we won't be able to make it. We're not going underground. We need to 
have more stability. We're not going to take the chance of screwing the guy who sold us 
the property on his owner financing and risk anything of foreclosure. We're selling and 
we're selling to a rich mainland couple. 

There will be nobody that is going to be buying in that price zone. So, it didn't serve any 
purpose to get more housing. It didn't help us at all. I would really appreciate it if you'd 
let us survive the last part of the year so that we don't go into foreclosure. I mean we're 
just. .. we're trying our best to do what we can. 

And I'm very negative. I must say. After 24 years on Maui I see so many 
behind-the-scenes moves of turning the population against each other to make the locals 
feel that they're threatened. So that, you know, oh, and, and, and these people ranting 
about enforcing and obeying the law. I mean the Health Department doesn't obey the 
law. The corporations, Maui Land and Pine and HC&S is infringement. If Mr. Hokama 
likes the idea of having a private company oversee the, the enforcement of vacation 
rentals, I was shocked, outsourcing. 

CHAIR BAlSA: Mr. Slater, can you conclude. 

MR. SLATER: But I would say, okay, one last thing, I would say let's do it as long as we can 
also use outsourcing to oversee our corporate infringements on the "laws". . .. (end of 
tape, start 3B) . .. 
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CHAIR BAISA: Any questions for the testifier? If not, our next testifier is Martin Limkilde. 
And following Mr. Limkilde I'd like to have a very brief maybe five-minute recess. 
Okay. 

MR. HAUEN-LIMKILDE: Thank you for allowing me to come here. My name is 
Martin Hauen-Limkilde. I'm a licensed realtor. I got licensed in 1998 and I'm an 
associate with Jim Sanders Realty in Paia. A couple of weeks ago, I understand that there 
was a testifier who mentioned that some realtors persuade buyers to purchase property 
and use the vacation rental as a means or ways to cover their mortgage. 

I'd like to point out that we at Jim Sanders Realty have since 2001 attached an addendum 
in a newspaper article from July 2, 2001, outlining what the County's position is on 
vacation rentals. I think it's important to point this out. Of course, there's a lot of 
competition in the real estate business, 1,800 agents, and some people are willing to go 
through hoops to make that sale. I have made copies of this addendum and I'd be happy 
to share that with you, Council Members. 

On a personal note, I think it would be a very poor decision to outlaw vacation rentals. 
Many people come to Maui for vacation because they have an opportunity to stay in 
vacation rentals in rural areas. I meet a lot of 'em through my job and these people tell 
me they would not be coming to Maui because they do not want to stay in manicured 
resorts. They like the rural local feeling if you want. 

The visitors contribute with thousands of dollars to our local economy and the vacation 
rentals provide a much needed job opportunity to the local residents. There will always 
be bad apples in any types of business but it seems unfair to outlaw vacation rentals based 
on a few poor operators. And clearly, good enforcement is needed and should be done. 
Thank you. 

CHAIR BAISA: Thank you, sir. Any questions? If not, we'd like to just, the Chair would like 
to call a short five-minute recess. .., (gavel) . .. 

RECESS: 11:54 a.m. 

RECONVENE: 11:56 a.m. 

CHAIR BAISA: .. , (gavel). .. The meeting of the Planning Committee is back in session. Our 
next testifier is Anne Pawsat and she will be followed by Charlene Parker. .., (change 
tape, start 4A) . .. 

MS. PAWSAT: Thank you for giving up your lunchtime. 

CHAIR BAISA: Thank you. 
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MS. PAWSAT: I have four quick points I just wanted to make. My name is Anne Pawsat. I am 
president/owner of Hawaii Hideaways, which is a vacation rental company. We are 
based Up country in Kula but offer vacation rentals throughout the island. A lot of these 
points have been touched on already. The first being that of jobs. And I'm happy to give 
you a list of the people we keep employed. But the bottom line is that we definitely 
provide jobs to Maui residents. 

My second point is that of affordable housing. Were my vacation rentals to become or be 
put back into the rental market as a property market, it would not be affordable housing. 
In fact, these homes would probably just remain unoccupied and the most beautiful sites 
on Maui would not be shared with anybody. 

My third point is that of publicity. We actually promote the Maui tourism. We did a 
press trip with the San Francisco Chronicle, L.A. Times. We are promoting our bread 
and butter, which is tourism. And my last point is that of taxes. We collect 11.42 percent 
tax on everything and we're happy to do whatever it takes to make this legal but we're 
definitely providing lots of valuable income to the island. And that's it. 

CHAIR BAlSA: Thank you very much, Anne. Any questions for Anne? If not, thank you. 
Thank you for being here. Our next testifier is Cindy Biggers and she'll be followed by 
Charlene Parker. 

MS. BIGGERS: Aloha kakou. My name is Cindy Biggers and I'm from Huelo. I'm 
representing myself. I work for a vacation rental or a B&B however you want to look at 
it. And I am here speaking for many employees that couldn't make it today because they 
are at work. 

This has been an emotional four-plus years of working and hoping that we as a 
community with your help could find a solution to the problems brought in this room 
regarding vacation rentals on Maui. I'd like to thank the MYRA for their hard work and 
to thank the City Council for this time. 

I came to Maui with cultural sensitivity foremost in my mind. I wanted to learn to be part 
of the renaissance. Learning about the cultures here was important to me. So, I found 
my avenues through education at MCC and hula halau. I wanted to find work that was 
low impact on the aina and the culture. 

In my assessment, the vacation rentals I learned about seemed innocent enough, out of 
the way, and private, conscientious about the environment, and allowing people, visitors 
to experience the quiet comfort of Maui. Honeymooners and anniversary couples 
looking for private hideaway where they could spend their traditionally precious time 
together. 

I also could see how these rentals were creating jobs for people living nearby especially 
young mothers needing a few hours of work in the middle of the day while their children 
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were at school. I learned about Punana Leo and other immersion programs these young 
mothers had access to. Short workdays are essential for some. 

Many of us need to still work. We have jobs and we love what we do. We enjoy the 
hospitality industry. I truly believe we need to preserve Maui and to be concerned with 
the use of the land and the water. 

The review, the ... a review of agricultural land has been talked about in these rooms 
often. Prime ag land, moderately useful, and marginal ag land could be ... redesignated. 
Rezoning in some areas is probably overdue. It is a large undertaking. This we know. 
By the time ag land is subdivided down into two acres it is not likely that a commercial 
crop can produce enough to pay the bills for anyone anymore. 

No one seems angry with the people who sold off their land. The anger is directed at the 
buyer, the new homebuilder. And then if we dare rent out a room or a section of it to 
someone for a short period of time, we are breaking the law. 

The caring capacity of an island needs to be assessed and honored. We break those 
natural laws with hotels. Vacation rental homes are not hotels. There are small. .. we are 
a small segment of the visitor industry. We should form a committee to regulate and 
approve homes for short-term rentals not wipe them out in a sweeping gesture thinking 
that this is going to solve the tourist problems and land use problems. 

Serious consideration seems appropriate. On a two-acre, on the two-acre land where I 
work, there are seven of us that are employed. Weare payrolled with benefits. We want 
to keep our jobs. We have lovely tropical gardens and open space for planting more. 
The owners have agreed to the planting of more food and native Hawaiian plants and to 
restore a nearby 10' i. 

We want to use the land in a way so that hula halau can come for weekend workshops 
using funds generated from the vacation rental. The Hamakualoa District has much to 
offer. Our intent is to find balance, not to take advantage. Maui is home for us, too. 
Mahalo. 

CHAIR BAlSA: Thank you. Any questions for our testifier? If not, thank you very much. Our 
next testifier is Charlene Parker and she will be followed by Kelli Braxton. Charlene. 
She left? So, Kelli Braxton. Kelli left. Fredrick Honig. Did he leave? Okay. Next 
testifier Dick Mayer. And Dick will be followed by Chris Borges. 

MR. MAYER: Thank you, Council Members. Good afternoon. I represent several. . .I have 
several hats here. One is myself. One is the Kula Community Association, and GP AC. I 
just want to say I'm on the GP AC but I'm not in any way representing their positions. I 
am representing though the Kula Community Association. 
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And you have many times seen the position of the Association. I want to go back to one 
of its major points and that is that any law that you put forth has to comply with the 
County's General Plan. And the County's General Plan has four themes to it. .. five, 
excuse me, five themes. Four of which speak directly to the vacation rental issue. 

And I want to remind us all of those: (1) protect Maui County's agricultural land and 
rural identity. And it goes on and describes what needs to be done there. Now, (3) limit 
visitor industry growth; (4) offer diverse employment opportunities for residents. And in 
that thing it says we should not be dependent on tourism. And (5) address the 
development, excuse me, (5) provide for needed resident housing. 

So, I'm hoping that Thursday when you begin your work, you will keep those in mind 
because the bill that you will draft, hopefully uninterrupted by testimony, will be able to 
comport with this, this bill. 

The many other things the Kula Association said I'm sure you'll take a look at some of 
those recommendations. For example, the fairness issue that makes sure that vacation 
rentals pay all the taxes and ... that residents are paying. That they are not allowed to 
avoid the transient accommodation tax, the excise tax, the property tax on, on the 
business essentially that they're running, et cetera. That, that all be part of the, the policy 
that goes forth. 

For myself, when I heard testimony earlier today about people complaining about the 
high mortgages and the necessity to go into vacation rentals. I think actually one of the 
problems that we have in ag areas is that land's prices have been boosted up because 
people look at those lands as places to make money in their businesses to set up a 
vacation rental. 

Many of them, people bought that land with the intention of doing it. Other investors are 
coming in thinking they can do it. And that's prohibiting and preventing many of our 
children who are growing up on this island from being ever able to buy in a rural area a 
home that they would have been able to do whether they go into farming or not but even 
to live in those areas it's now way beyond their means. 

And so, I would not say that we have to establish vacation rentals in agricultural areas to 
help justify the overpriced areas. I think that if we did not have the vacation rentals in 
those agricultural areas, we would really maintain the rural ambiance that Maui is so well 
known for and which many people like. And we'd also be able to have people who can 
live there and afford there. Children who grow up here will be able to buy into those 
areas. 

I look forward to watching your session on Thursday. I know you'll be taking a look at 
many, many issues and I wish you well in that. Thank you. 
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CHAIR BAISA: Thank you very much, Mr. Mayer. Any questions for our testifier? If not, 
thank you very much. And our last testifier that I know of today that signed up to testify 
is Chris Borges. Hi, Chris. 

MS. BORGES: Hi. Today, I wrote my ... testimony because .. .I always get upset and then I. .. 

CHAIR BAISA: Use the mike please, Chris. 

MS. BORGES: Alright. Today is the sixth meeting I have come here today to testify. I've 
come here to testify because I was born and raised here and I love Maui with my entire 
soul. I've never made this a personal vendetta against any particular vacation rental or 
person like Mr. Dantes has. 

He has threatened me personally and made my life hell since I've started coming to this 
meeting. Yesterday, I got a phone call from a man who said that if I wanted some 
mozoltov [sic] cocktail thrown on my property. A threat so I wouldn't come here today 
to testify. 

There's been other threats. My dog has disappeared and was found floating in the ocean 
a mile out of the Sugar Cove condos in Sprecklesville. I've had, I have a no-kill 
sanctuary on my property and someone cut the fence so the dogs could get out and run 
into the Hana Highway to get run over. 

I have had the County building and electrical inspectors come to check my property. I 
have .. .I have the tax offices write me letters. I've someone make, made ... make a false 
complaint that my dog attacked a 10-year old child. So, now, I have the Humane Society 
harassing me. 

Dantes who has never come to my store in 10 years now circles my property in his white 
truck like a vulture. He walks into my store like he's doing an inspection then leaves 
buying nothing. And it's not funny, even Kutira's husband was there. And that's his 
way of intimidating me and letting me know that he's watching me. 

He sent other vacation rental owners to come by and do the same thing. The vultures are 
now circling my property and getting ready to attack. All I can say is auwae what greed 
will do to people. 

This issue is personal to me because I live in Haiku. I love the country way of life, the 
aloha from the people, and the aina. I want my children and my future grandchildren to 
grow up and experience this country aloha. 

Imagine Maui is a woman, a mother and her agricultural land is her womb. And this is 
where she's fertile enough to bear fruit and vegetables and grow things to feed all of her 
children of her island. Well, one day a pig shows up and decides to rape her fertile land 
because he's an addict of power and greed. And this pig goes to other powerful people 
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and pays them to look the other way while he rapes Maui's agricultural land over and 
over, hundreds of times over. 

He, he puts up gates so you cannot see or hear mother Maui screaming for help. Mother 
Maui's fertile land is quickly dying and soon she will no longer be able to feed her 
children. The children she loves so much. 

CHAIR BAISA: Chris, can you conclude please. 

MS. BORGES: Yes. I look through the .. .I am one of those children and I looked through the 
gates and saw her agricultural land being raped. She cried to me for help and that is why 
I come to these meetings because I am one of her proud children. I heard her screams 
and she told me to go to the CPS of the Island of Maui. It's called the Maui County 
Council. 

Here brave warriors reside here. She told me that some of the warriors here love her as 
much as I do. So, I beg you the Maui County ... County Council warriors to stop 
allowing the wealthy to rape Maui's agricultural lands. Stop looking the other way. 
Break down the gates. Enforce the laws and put the bad pig in jailor perhaps they can 
return to that hell in which they came from. 

Mother Maui needs to be healed. To become fertile again so that she can feed her 
children again. She loves her children so much and it hurts her to see them go to bed 
hungry and starving. Again, I come to these meetings ... because I love mother Maui and 
I. .. anyway. 

CHAIR BAISA: Thank you, Chris. Any questions for our testifier? 

MS. BORGES: Here's a picture of my dog that was floating in the ocean by the way. Someone 
threw him in there. 

CHAIR BAISA: Thank you very much for coming today, Ms. Borges. Any questions? If not, 
thank you very much for being here. Are there any other people in the gallery who have 
not signed up to testify who would like to testify? Ms. Perreira, if you'd please come 
forward and when you're done, please sign up. 

MS. PERREIRA: Good afternoon. 

CHAIR BAISA: Good afternoon. 

MS. PERREIRA: Chair Baisa, Council Chair Hokama, and Council Members. My name is 
Jocelyn Perreira. I am the Executive Director and the Tri-Isle Main Street Program 
Coordinator for the Wailuku Main Street AssociationiTri-lsle Main Street Resource 
Center and its network of small towns in Maui County. I have stepped forward this 
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morning because I wanted to end on a very positive note, as I know everybody is trying 
very hard to grapple and deal with this very difficult issue. 

As you can see it can become a very emotional one. And, you know, I am fourth 
generation Mauian and I would feel very, very badly if the new wave of immigrants that 
came here feel like everybody despise things that they may not totally understand or are 
not familiar with. 

I know that speaking from our program, we are concerned that the General Plan is 
complied with as well as community plans respected. And if, you know, some of these 
people got into the situation that they're in through no fault of their own and that's why I 
said the last time I don't want to paint everybody with a broad brush. There are really 
"mom and pop" operations that perhaps legitimately can make a case why they would be 
contributing to our spirit of aloha and giving visitors a very good ... experience. 

However, we also have to look at what it says in the General Plans and the Community 
Plans. We have to look at, for those of you who are doing things legitimately, the 
tour ... the tourism industry is growing by leaps and bounds. We not only have hotels, 
timeshares, cruise ships, and now Transient Vacation Rentals and poor B&Bs being 
lumped into the same boat, which is kind of unfair. 

I think we have to find a way to try to co-exist. To give a little to gain a lot. And I, I 
know that we have to start by respecting and enforcing our laws or we have to work 
together to try to change it if it is appropriate. 

I want to thank this body for their wisdom and for their integrity for taking this on. As 
you can see many are called and few are chosen. And you are chosen to try to ... forge 
away where we don't have to resort to attacking each other simply because we have a 
disagreement on the way things should be conducted, and that innocent people on both 
sides of the isle have been hurt by this. 

Long time residents that feel they've been invaded and ag lands have been harmed. But 
also there are those that came and, and again I stated this last week that there are those 
who have been told come and you can get your piece of the dream by violating the law, 
and that, those are the people that we should be really concerned about. Thank you. 

CHAIR BAlSA: Thank you very much. Any questions for our testifier? Are there any, is there 
anyone else out there who would like to testify? If not, I would like to then close public 
testimony with no objection. Yes, Member Johnson. 

VICE-CHAIR JOHNSON: I just had one question because we've run into this issue before. 
Because it was earlier announced that we would continue whatever unconcluded 
testimony was going to occur at 9 o'clock on Thursday. The individuals whose names 
you read I have no idea whether or not they left right after that or that had any influence. 
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Would it be possible for only those individuals whose names were called to complete 
their testimony if they chose to come back on Thursday? 

CHAIR BAlSA: Corp. Counsel, any concern? I don't have an issue with it. 

MR. MOTO: No, Madam Chair, I'm not aware of anything that would prevent you from doing 
that. 

CHAIR BAlSA: Okay. So, we will limit then the people that will testify on Thursday morning 
to those people who may have left because they thought they could come back on 
Thursday. And we have their names. 

VICE-CHAIR JOHNSON: Okay. 

CHAIR BAlSA: And they are signed up. 

VICE-CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank you very much, Madam Chair. 

CHAIR BAlSA: No problem. 

VICE-CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank you. 

CHAIR BAlSA: Is there anyone else out there who would like to testify? If not, we close public 
testimony. 

. . . END OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY. .. 

CHAIR BAlSA: And I would like to recess this meeting until 9 o'clock on Thursday, 
15th . ~ In you ... . \gave / ... 

16 

pc:min:070213 Transcribed by: Cathy Sinnnons 
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